CLAIMS 

1. A recording and reproducing apparatu^-^' 
comprising : 

a storing portion for storing a^fc' least one 
program of contents data; 

a recording and reproducing^portion for 
writing contents data to said stori'^g portion and 
reading contents data from said y^oring portion; 

a signal generating^portion for generating a 
permission signal that allocs said recording and 
reproducing portion to rep'roduce contents data stored 
in said storing portion,y 

wherein when/ said signal generating portion 
transmits the permission signal to said recording and 
reproducing portion^ said recording and reproducing 
portion reproducers^ contents data stored in said storing 
portion . 

2. The recording and reproducing apparatus as 
set forth in y^laim 1, 



data a 



wherein said storing portion stores index 

J 

long wi1 



.th contents data, and 
wherein said recording and reproducing 
portion rewrites the index information corresponding to 
the permission signal so as to allow said recording and 
reproducing portion to reproduce contents data stored 
in/ said storing portion corresponding to the rewritten 
:ndex data. 
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3. The recording and reproducing apparatus as 
>et forth in claim 2, 

wherein when said recording and reproducing 
porVion reproduces contents data stored in said storing 
portiSon, said recording and reproducing portion 
supplies the index data stored in said storing portion 
to saidNpignal generating portion, and 

.wherein said signal generating portion 
generates aV permission signal corresponding to the 
index data received from said recording and reproducing 
portion . 

4. The reJs;prding and reproducing apparatus as 
set forth in claimVB, 

wherein wnfen said recording and reproducing 
portion writes content^ data to said storing portion, 
the index data stored iX said storing portion is 
imperfect index data, and 

wherein when saidXrecording and reproducing 
portion reproduces contents da^a stored in said storing 
portion, said recording and reproducing portion 
rewrites the imperfect index dataXinto perfect index 
data corresponding to the permission signal received 
from said signal generating portion. 

5. The recording and reproducing^apparatus as 
set forth in claim 4, 

wherein the permission signal geA^rated by 
said signal generating portion is perfect index data of 



contents data that is read from said storing portion 
arid that is reproduced by said recording and 
reproducing portion . 

5. \ The recording and reproducing apparatus as 

set rorth in claim 2, further comprising: 

a charging processing portion for performing 
a chargiNng process before said signal generating 
portion generates the permission signal, 

\herein when said recording and reproducing 
portion reproduces contents data stored in said storing 
portion, said\ recording and reproducing portion 
supplies the index data to said signal generating 
portion and saicK charging processing portion performs 
the charging process, and 

wherein when said charging processing portion 
has completed the cha^^ing process, said signal 
generating portion gene^tes the permission signal. 

7 . The recording arid reproducing apparatus as 
set forth in claim 1, further comprising: 

a terminal unit c^b^nnected to said recording 
and reproducing portion; and 

a server unit having ^aid signal generating 
portion, said server unit being connected to said 
terminal unit through a communicati^ri network. 

8. The recording and reproducing apparatus as 
set forth in claim 1, further comprising 

a terminal unit having said sigi^al generating 

57 



-.10 



?15 



20 



25 



portion, said terminal unit being connected to said 
recording and reproducing portion; and 

a server unit connected to said terminal unit 
through a communication network. 

9. \ The recording and reproducing apparatus as 
set forsJ:h in claim 1, further comprising: 

a charging processing portion, 
Wherein when said recording and reproducing 
portion rej^roduces contents data stored in said storing 
portion, said recording and reproducing portion 
supplies a charging process signal to said charging 
processing portdN^n so that said charging processing 
portion performs tshe charging process, and 

wherein afi^er said charging processing 
portion has completedVthe charging process, said signal 
generating portion supp\ies the permission signal to 
said recording and reprooucing portion. 

10. The recording anoy reproducing apparatus as 
set forth in claim 9, 

wherein said storing\portion stores the 
charging process signal and the \eproduction permission 
signal along with contents data, ^d 

wherein said recording ana^ reproducing 
portion rewrites the reproduction pernd.ssion signal 
corresponding to the permission signal i5;^ceived from 
said signal generating portion. 

11. A recording and reproducing appar^us. 
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\comprising : 

a recording and reproducing portion, having a 
stbring portion for storing at least one program of 
consents data, for writing contents data to said 

\ 

storing portion and reading contents data from said 
storing portion; and 

a server unit having a signal generating 
portion i^r generating a permission signal that allows 
said recorxding and reproducing portion to reproduce 
contents data stored in said storing portion, 

wherein when said signal generating portion 
transmits the^Dermission signal to said recording and 
reproducing por\iioh, said recording and reproducing 
portion reproduc^^ contents data stored in said storing 
portion . 

12. The recording and reproducing apparatus as 
set forth in claim 11,\ 

wherein said storing portion stores index 
data along with contents uata, and 

\ 

wherein said recording and reproducing 
portion rewrites the index information corresponding to 
the permission signal so as tcXallow said recording and 
reproducing portion to reproduce, content s data stored 
in said storing portion correspon<s^ing to the rewritten 
index data. 

13. The recording and reproduciS^g apparatus as 
set forth in claim 12, 
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wherein when said recording and reproducing 
porMon reproduces contents data stored in said storing 
portion, said recording and reproducing portion 
suppliesVthe index data stored in said storing portion 
to said sigrnal generating portion, and 

wherein said signal generating portion 
generates a permission signal corresponding to the 
index data receoN^ed from said recording and reproducing 
portion . 

14. The recorddng and reproducing apparatus as 
set forth in claim 13/s 

wherein when ^id recording and reproducing 
portion writes contents dasta to said storing portion, 
the index data stored in sais^ storing portion is 
imperfect index data, and 

wherein when said rec6r"ding and reproducing 
portion reproduces contents data stored in said storing 
portion, said recording and reproducing portion 
rewrites the imperfect index data in^o perfect index 
data corresponding to the permission srgnal received 
from said signal generating portion. 

15. The recording and reproducing ap^ratus as 
set forth in claim 14, 

wherein the permission signal generated by 
said signal generating portion is perfect index\data of 
contents data that is read from said storing porti/cjn 
and that is reproduced by said recording and 
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reproducing portion . 

16. \ The recording and reproducing apparatus as 
set for\th in claim 12, further comprising: 

\ a charging processing portion for performing 
a charging process before said signal generating 
portion gerverates the permission signal, 

wherein when said recording and reproducing 
portion reproduces contents data stored in said storing 
portion, said recording and reproducing portion 
supplies the inde^x data to said signal generating 
portion and said charging processing portion performs 
the charging process^ and 

wherein when said charging processing portion 
has completed the charg^Lng process, said signal 
generating portion generas;tes the permission signal. 

17. The recording and reproducing apparatus as 
set forth in claim 11, further comprising: 

a charging processing portion, 
wherein when said recording and reproducing 
portion reproduces contents data^stored in said storing 
portion, said recording and reprodiicing portion 
supplies a charging process signal t6) said charging 
processing portion so that said chargiSng processing 
portion performs the charging process, and 

wherein after said charging processing 
portion has completed the charging process ,Nl said signal 
generating portion supplies the permission signal to 



saici recording and reproducing portion. 

18. \ The recording and reproducing apparatus as 

set forth in claim 17, 

\ wherein said storing portion stores the 
charging process signal and the reproduction permission 
signal alo^g with contents data, and 

/therein said recording and reproducing 
riVes 



wti 

portion rew 



the reproduction permission signal 



corresponding l^o the permission signal received from 
said signal generating portion. 

19. The recording and reproducing apparatus as 
set forth in claim \l , 

wherein said charging and processing portion 
is connected to said ir^ording and reproducing portion 
and to said server unit 1\hrough a communication 
network. 

20. The recording and "Reproducing apparatus as 
set forth in claim 19, 

wherein at least uniqis^e identification data 
is stored in said terminal unit, 

wherein when said recordi>ng and reproducing 
portion reproduces contents data storvpd in said storing 
portion, said terminal unit supplies the identification 
data to said charging processing portionX and 

wherein when said charging processing portion 
has determined that said terminal unit is vaSLid 
corresponding to the identification data received from 
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saixi terminal unit, said charging processing portion 
starts the charging process. 

21, \ The recording and reproducing apparatus as 
set forVh in claim 20, 

\ wherein when said charging processing portion 
has deterrwined that said terminal unit is valid 
corresponding to the identification data received from 
said terminal unit, said charging processing portion is 
connected to said server unit through the communication 
network so that\ said charging processing portion 
performs the chaVging process and rewrites the 
reproduction permission signal corresponding to the 
permission signal received from said signal generating 
portion. \ 

22. A data reprooocing method, comprising the 
steps of: \ 

issuing a contenVs data transmission request 
to a server unit, the contents data transmission 
request causing a server unitNto transmit index data 
corresponding to contents data XpP^oduced from a 
storing portion of a terminal uni\:, the storing portion 
storing at least one program of cork:ents data and the 
index data; \ 

causing the server unit to tSransmit index 
data of contents data reproduced by the\terminal unit 
corresponding to the transmission requestXreceived from 
the terminal unit; \ 
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causing the terminal unit to rewrite the 
index data\stored in the storing portion corresponding 
to the indexXdata received from the server unit; and 

causing the terminal unit to reproduce 
contents data s\ored in the storing portion 
corresponding toNfhe rewritten index data, 
23- The data\reproducing method as set forth in 

claim 22, 

wherein wheVi the terminal unit reproduces 
contents data stored im the storing portion, the 
terminal unit supplies tihe index data stored in the 
storing portion to the seSrver unit and the server unit 
supplies perfect index data to the terminal unit 
corresponding to the received index data. 
24 . The data reproducing]^ method as set forth in 

claim 23, 

wherein when the recording and reproducing 
portion writes contents data to th^ storing portion, 
the index data is imperfect, and 

wherein when the terminal ui\it reproduces 
contents data stored in the storing porVion, the 
charging processing portion rewrites the Vmperf ect 
index data corresponding to perfect index ^ata received 
from the server unit. 

25. A data reproducing method, comprisih^g the 

steps of: 

reading charging data stored in a stori^ 
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portion when a terminal unit having the storing portion 
for 9toring at least one program of contents data and 
chargifqg data corresponding thereto is connected to a 
char ging\proces sing unit ; 

:ransmitting the charging data that is read 
from the staring portion to the charging processing 
unit and to aXserver unit connected thereto through a 
communication Network so as to perform a charging 
process; and 

allowing the terminal unit to reproduce 
contents data store^d in the storing portion after the 
charging process hasXbeen completed between the 
charging processing un^t and the server unit 

26. The data reproducing method as set forth in 
claim 25, 

wherein the storing portion has stored the 
contents data, the charging \iata, and permission data 
that allows contents data to B^e reproduced, and 

wherein the permissio\;i data is rewritten to 
data that allows contents data stored in the storing 
portion to be reproduced after the\charging process has 
been completed between the charging pjrocessing unit and 
the server unit 

27. The data reproducing method a^ set forth in 
claim 26, 

wherein when contents data is wri^en to the 
storing portion, the permission data is data that 
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proi^bits the contents data stored in the storing 
portiNon from being reproduced. 

28, \ The data reproducing method as set forth in 
claim 27V 

\wherein when the terminal unit i 



s connected 



to the chartging processing unit, it performs an 
authenticat i>ng process for the terminal unit. 



29. A d^ta recording and reproducing method, 
comprising the^steps of: 

^10 storing at least one program of contents data 

I stored in a first ^storing portion and charging data 

1 that represents charging information of the contents 

I data to a second storming portion of a terminal unit; 

= reading the\harging data stored in the 

^15 storing portion when theS. terminal unit is connected to 

a charging processing uniB.; 

transmitting the charging data to the 
• charging processing unit and \to a server unit connected 

thereto through a communication network; and 
20 allowing the terminal^unit to reproduce 

contents data stored in the storing portion after the 

\ 

charging process has been completedXbetween the 
charging processing unit and the server unit. 

30. The data recording and reprochacing method as 
25 set forth in claim 29, 



wherein the storing portion has stored the 
contents data, the charging data, and permission date 
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that ^llows contents data to be reproduced, and 

\. wherein the permission data is rewritten to 
data thaV allows contents data stored in the storing 
portion toybe reproduced after the charging process has 
been compleVed between the charging processing unit and 
the server unit - 

31. The d^ta recording and reproducing method as 

set forth in claim. 30, 

wherein wnfen contents data is written to the 
storing portion, the ptermission data is data that 
prohibits the contents o^ta stored in the storing 
portion from being reproduced. 



67 



